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SPRING NEWS - APRIL 2017

April 3, 2017

Dear Roberts Elementary Families and Community Members,


I cannot believe that spring is in season and that we are quickly approaching the end of the school year!  First 
I would like to share with you some continued updates from our last newsletter regarding STEM and School-
Wide Positive Behavior Intervention Support Systems (SWPBIS).  With reference to STEM, our staff is very 
excited in planning our very first STEM family night, which will take place on June 1st.  For this evening, 

parents will have an opportunity to experience first hand a few of the STEM challenges their children are 
experiencing on a frequent basis.  Additionally, with referencing updates to our SWPBIS planning for the 
2018-2019 school year, our teachers received the first of two major trainings to implementing the SWPBIS 
framework in February.  As a review, SWPBIS is a three-tiered framework, which teaches positive behavioral 
expectations and reinforces these expectations with all of our students.  More information for parents will be 
forthcoming as we plan the initial kick-off of SWPBIS for the 2017-2018 school year.      


PSSA testing will begin this week with all third and fourth grade students taking the English language arts 
tests from April 4th to April 7th.  Third and fourth grade students will take the PSSA math examinations from 
April 25th to April 27th.  Finally, only fourth grade students will take the science PSSAs on May 2nd and 3rd.  
For the weeks of April 3rd to May 5th, all Roberts Elementary students will have an adjusted schedule in 
which lunches will be in the order of 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grades. This alternative schedule will be utilized to 
accommodate the third and fourth grade students’ PSSA examinations.


Additionally, I would like to share some important upcoming dates for the remainder of the school year.  Many 
exciting events will be taking place during the next upcoming months, which include but are not limited to, 
Grandparents Day (May 12th), The PTC Spring Fair (May 19th), and, as mentioned above, STEM Family Night 
(June 1st).  Additionally, the Kindergarten Awards Show/Assembly is tentatively scheduled for June 8th, as well 
as Fourth Grade Commencement is tentatively scheduled for June 12th.  As always, thank you for your 
continued partnership in inspiring excellence in our students 
each and everyday!


Sincerely,


Dr. Grazel

Principal

Roberts Elementary School


ROBERTS RACCOONS  

ROBERTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL     
889 CROTON ROAD, WAYNE, PA 19087 
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Mrs. Killian and Mrs. 
Gambone’s classes 

Mrs. Killian’s classroom 
and Mrs. Gambone’s 
classroom went to the 
Please Touch Museum on 
March 30, 2017.  Both 
classrooms enjoyed riding 
on the carousel, walking 
through Wonderland, 
playing at the water 
station, and shopping at 
the grocery store.  They 
also enjoyed starring in 
their own cooking show, 
playing at the dog park , 
and eating lunch with 
their friends. 

IN KINDERGARTEN: 
There were many kindergarten students performing on stage in 
this year’s Talent Show. Congratulations to all of the students 
who participated! They did a marvelous job!  

Our incredible PTC sponsored our Chick Hatching Project again 
this year! We can’t wait for the eggs to arrive on April 18th. 
The chicks should hatch the following Monday or Tuesday! It 
will be a wonderful way for the children to learn about animal 
life cycles.  

The children will also be learning about plant life cycles. Just in 
the past week or two, the children sowed marigold seeds and 
little seedlings have already begun to sprout! It will be exciting 
to watch how they grow and change over the next two months.  

If you plan to attend the Pete the Cat field trip, please make 
sure you have all of your clearances submitted as soon as 
possible.  

We are planning a “practice lunch” in early May. The children 
will be able to purchase a lunch in the cafeteria during snack 
time so that they can get familiar with the routines they will 
need to follow next September.  The cost will be $3. A few 
parents will be needed to help with this event.  

The kindergarten children are currently working to improve 
their kid writing skills using a Superstar Writers Rubric. With 
this rubric, the children are motivated to earn stars for 
starting their sentences with a capital letter, using finger 
spaces, using the word wall to write sight words, sounding out 
words they do not know, using end punctuation, and writing at 
least three sentences. The children are doing  great at learning 
how to examine their own writing and make their writing the 
best it can be!  

Our End-of-the-Year Program and Picnic will take place on June 
8th. The children will sing lively songs about the animals and 
people that work on a farm. A picnic on the big playground will 
follow afterwards. This is not a graduation ceremony. However, 
we would really like at least one parent from each family to be 
in attendance!  
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Don’t	  forget	  to	  save	  the	  date	  for	  
the	  District	  Arts	  Fes4val,	  which	  will	  
take	  place	  on	  May	  10,	  2017	  at	  the	  
Middle	  School.	  	  This	  is	  an	  amazing	  
evening	  showcasing	  the	  talents	  of	  
all	  our	  Upper	  Merion	  students.	  	  In	  
addi4on	  to	  the	  enormous	  fine	  art	  
exhibit,	  there	  are	  musical	  and	  
drama4c	  performances,	  fashion	  
displays,	  dances	  and	  even	  dessert!	  

In	  the	  next	  few	  weeks,	  fourth	  
grade	  will	  be	  finishing	  coil	  pots	  and	  
self-‐portraits.	  	  Soon	  we	  will	  be	  
making	  looms	  and	  beginning	  
weaving.	  	  Third	  grade	  is	  crea4ng	  a	  
meal—out	  of	  earthenware	  clay.	  	  
ANer	  the	  pieces	  are	  fired	  we	  will	  
be	  adding	  color	  with	  underglazes	  
and	  glazes.	  Second	  grade	  has	  been	  
studying	  birds	  in	  the	  classroom	  
and	  that	  has	  con4nued	  during	  art	  
as	  we	  build	  bird,	  nest	  and	  eggs	  out	  
of	  clay.	  	  First	  grade	  has	  already	  
studied	  many	  of	  the	  art	  elements:	  
line,	  shape,	  color,	  texture	  and	  
value.	  	  Solid	  form	  and	  space	  are	  
our	  next	  challenges.	  

ART IN FIRST GRADE:

First grade has had a VERY 
eventful start to spring. 
March into April has been a 
very busy time! We have been 
learning ALL about animals! 
We are studying animal 
groups, their habitats, and 
how animals use their 
adaptations to survive. 


First grade is also looking forward to SPRINGING 
forward as we head into the third and final 
marking period. We are excited that the weather is 
changing and it is getting warmer because we are 
ready to get DIRTY! Roberts is entering the fourth 
year of our Learning Garden and first grade cannot 
wait to get our hands in the soil and watch plants 
and vegetables grow!


As a first grade, we are very excited by our 
progress and cannot wait to continue learning, 
exploring and growing! We have been VERY busy 
students and are preparing ourselves for next year. 
We are so excited to see what the rest of the year 
will bring! We are wishing you a happy, warm, dry 
spring! 


It is  PSSA assessment time for our third and fourth grade 
students. It is very important students are well rested and 
have a healthy filling breakfast 
before coming to school. 
Encourage your children to do 
their best, take their time and 
read directions carefully. Your 
words of encouragement will 
create the positive energy and 
attitude needed as we begin 
these assessments.  

LITERACY CORNER 
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What is Inclusion? 

Inclusion is part of a much larger picture then just placing a special education student in the 
regular education setting. It is being included in life and participating using one’s abilities in 
day-to-day activities as a member of the community. It is being part of what everyone else 
is, and being welcomed and embraced as a member of the classroom and school. Inclusion can 
occur in a variety of settings.  In school, inclusion does not occur by placement in the regular 
education class alone. It must be created with proper planning, preparation and supports. The 
goal of inclusion is to be achieved only when a child is participating in activities of the class, 
as a member who belongs, with the supports and services they need.  Inclusion is a balance 
that can be achieved to maximize meeting the needs of all students’ needs.  Through inclusive 
education children with disabilities remain on a path that leads to an adult life as a 
participating member of society.


The fundamental principle of inclusive education is the valuing of diversity within the 
human community… (Kunc 1992, pp. 38-39).  

Here are some benefits of inclusion:

1. Friendships

2. Increased social initiations, relationships and networks

3. Peer role models for academic, social and behavior skills

4. Increased achievement of goals

5. Greater access to general curriculum


Inclusion can benefit all students!


Reference-‐	  Kids	  Together,	  Inc.	  	  
Information	  and	  resources	  for	  children	  and	  adults	  with	  disabilities	  	  

ESL NEWS
Attention all ESL families: On Saturday May 20th, we will be having our annual ESL Spring Picnic! 
Come and join us at Swedeland Park for a day of fun in the sun! We will provide pizza, and you can 
bring your own food to share with others as well. We will also have equipment to share to play games 
outside together. I hope to see you there  

Atención a todas las familias de ESL: El sábado 20 de mayo, vamos a tener nuestra picnic de 
primavera anual! Ven y únete a nosotros en Swedeland Park para un día de diversión en el sol! Vamos 
a ofrecer pizza, y que puede traer su propia comida para compartir con los demás. También vamos a 
tener equipo para compartir para jugar juegos juntos afuera. Espero verles allí  

LEARNING SUPPORT & ENRICHMENT
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IN SECOND GRADE: 
Run!	  Jump!	  Skip!	  Laugh!	  This	  is	  a	  priceless	  4me	  of	  year	  because	  we	  get	  excited	  about	  all	  that’s	  
growing	  around	  us.	  Second	  graders	  are	  currently	  looking	  at	  Nature	  with	  poets’	  eyes…	  prac4cing	  
poe4c	  devices	  galore	  in	  order	  to	  help	  our	  audience	  consider	  the	  world	  in	  totally	  new	  ways.	  This	  
takes	  deep,	  crea4ve	  thinking	  and	  pa4ence.	  As	  readers,	  we	  are	  celebra4ng	  all	  the	  ways	  that	  our	  
learned	  metacogni4ve	  habits	  now	  serve	  us	  as	  powerful	  readers.	  We	  can	  truly	  see	  for	  ourselves	  
how	  these	  strategies	  help	  us	  to	  beVer	  comprehend	  and	  fully	  enjoy	  our	  reading	  material.	  	  In	  math	  
this	  spring,	  we	  are	  covering	  so	  much	  ground	  from	  geometry	  to	  frac4ons	  to	  measurement	  to	  
money	  and	  arrays!	  We	  can’t	  wait	  to	  plant	  in	  the	  Learning	  Garden	  and	  con4nue	  studying	  frogs.	  	  	  
We	  are	  excited	  about	  the	  upcoming	  Warbler	  Migra4on…..all	  of	  you	  bird	  lovers	  understand	  	  how	  
we	  feel!	  	  We	  will	  be	  observing	  these	  beau4ful	  birds	  
with	  our	  newly	  purchased	  binoculars	  that	  were	  
recently	  added	  to	  our	  2nd	  grade	  STEAM	  materials.	  We	  
are	  so	  lucky	  to	  have	  an	  outdoor	  classroom	  as	  well	  as	  
an	  en4re	  nature	  center	  right	  in	  our	  backyard!	  We	  will	  
be	  u4lizing	  this	  great	  resource	  as	  soon	  as	  May	  rolls	  
around	  to	  observe	  birds	  and	  par4cipate	  in	  a	  ci4zen	  
science	  lesson	  by	  tes4ng	  the	  health	  of	  the	  stream.	  	  	  We	  
have	  so	  much	  to	  look	  forward	  to	  including	  
Grandparents	  Day,	  Earth	  Day,	  	  a	  field	  trip	  to	  the	  
Academy	  of	  Natural	  Sciences,	  and	  Fun	  Day.	  Welcome	  
back	  Spring	  
—	  Love,	  Second	  Grade!	  

Spring	  is	  a	  very	  busy	  4me	  of	  year	  in	  the	  music	  room.	  	  Students	  in	  all	  grades	  are	  preparing	  
for	  our	  Grandparents	  Day	  concert.	  	  Ask	  your	  child	  to	  sing	  his/her	  song	  for	  you.	  	  I’m	  sure	  it	  
will	  make	  you	  smile.	  

Band	  and	  String	  students	  are	  also	  preparing	  for	  our	  spring	  concert,	  which	  will	  be	  held	  on	  
May	  18th.	  	  We	  will	  begin	  our	  large	  ensemble	  rehearsals	  aNer	  spring	  break.	  	  LeVers	  about	  
rehearsal	  dates	  went	  home	  in	  early	  March.	  	  Please	  con4nue	  to	  encourage	  home	  prac4ce	  as	  
playing	  in	  the	  larger	  group	  creates	  new	  challenges.	  	  	  The	  more	  confident	  each	  person	  is	  
individually,	  the	  more	  confident	  the	  group	  plays	  as	  a	  whole.	  

MUSIC NOTES
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IN THIRD GRADE: 
Third Graders Become Heroes


Third Grade will be visiting the National Liberty Museum and the Liberty Bell 
on May 4th. While at the National Liberty Museum, students will have an 
opportunity to learn about many Heroes of Character.  Students will also learn 
about accepting others and treating each other fairly. Students will have an 
opportunity to write messages of kindness or shred words that are hurtful. 
While many of the heroes were famous, many were ordinary people doing 
extraordinary things. The National Liberty Museum is a starting point for 
students to research and become a Hero of Character for the Hero Hall of 
Fame. Third Grade will be preparing speeches, timelines and dressing up on 
May 19, 2017 for the Roberts Hero Hall of Fame.  Please join us on May 19th 
to see an array of heroes come to life (more information will follow).


April Testing


Third grade will be participating in the Pennsylvania State Standardized 
Assessments (PSSA).  These tests will occur during the weeks of 4/3-4/7 and 
4/24-4/28.  Students will be tested in English Language Arts the first week 
and Math the second week.  As always, please assure your child gets a good 
night’s sleep and eats a hearty breakfast every day. 
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A NOTE FROM THE HEALTH SUITE
Spring	  Allergies	  Are	  Here!	  

Trees	  and	  flowers	  are	  blooming,	  have	  you	  started	  your	  allergy	  medicine	  yet?	  Many	  people	  suffer	  from	  
seasonal	  allergies	  also	  known	  as	  hay	  fever.	  Seasonal	  allergies	  can	  cause	  you	  to	  sneeze,	  have	  a	  runny	  or	  
congested	  nose,	  and/or	  a	  scratchy	  throat.	  By	  reducing	  your	  exposure	  to	  allergens	  you	  may	  help	  reduce	  
your	  symptoms.	  Here	  are	  some	  4ps	  to	  try:	  

• Stay	  indoors	  or	  limit	  your	  4me	  outside	  on	  dry,	  windy	  days.	  
• Avoid	  lawn	  mowing	  and	  pulling	  weeds/do	  gardening	  wearing	  a	  pollen	  mask.	  
• Remove	  clothes	  you	  have	  worn	  outside	  and	  shower/wash	  your	  hair	  before	  going	  to	  bed	  to	  remove	  
pollen.	  

• Do	  not	  hang	  clothes	  outside	  to	  dry.	  Pollen	  will	  s4ck	  to	  towels	  and	  sheets.	  
• Listen	  to	  the	  forecast	  to	  find	  out	  pollen	  counts	  for	  the	  day.	  
• Start	  taking	  your	  allergy	  medicine	  before	  symptoms	  start.	  Consult	  your	  doctor	  
for	  the	  best	  medica4on	  for	  you.	  

• Close	  doors	  and	  windows	  at	  night.	  Always	  keep	  bedroom	  windows	  closed.	  
• Use	  air	  condi4oning	  in	  the	  house	  and	  car	  when	  pollen	  counts	  are	  high.	  
• Clean/vacuum	  floors	  with	  a	  HEPA	  filter	  vacuum.	  
• Rinse	  your	  sinuses	  with	  dis4lled	  saline	  water	  to	  flush	  out	  mucus	  and	  
allergens.	  Use	  a	  ne4	  pot	  or	  squeeze	  boVle,	  they	  can	  be	  found	  at	  your	  local	  
pharmacy.	  

I	  hope	  these	  4ps	  are	  helpful	  and	  you	  can	  enjoy	  the	  beau4ful	  spring	  weather	  
outside	  without	  too	  many	  allergy	  symptoms!	  

This year the Upper Merion School District is supporting the American Heart Association. Each building will 
participate in “Jump Rope for Heart” to raise money for doctors and scientist researching heart disease. Too 
often, however, people believe that heart disease happens only when people get older.  Everyone can benefit 
from exercise especially kids.  Children who exercise on a regular basis and get at least 60 minutes have 

stronger muscles and bones, are less likely to become overweight, have lower blood pressure and decrease the 
risk of developing type 2 diabetes.  Choices that children make as young people will definitely effect their 
quality of life as they get older.   Parents should not only encourage their children  to exercise on a daily 
basis but to also do a variety of activities in order to improve on the 3 elements of fitness: endurance, 
strength and flexibility.


Kids.health.org offers some tips for raising healthy kids:

1 Help your kids participate in a number of age appropriate activities.

2 Establish a regular schedule for physical activity.

3 Incorporate activity into daily routines.

4 Embrace a healthier lifestyle for yourself and be a great role model.

5 Keep it fun, so you can count on your kids to come back for more.

Health & Physical Education
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 IN FOURTH GRADE: 
The fourth grade team has traversed several curricular disciplines during our 
Little Library STEM project this winter and spring.   The Little Library is a 
project that will provide our learning garden with a supply of books to read 
in a more natural environment.  Fourth grade students will be constructing a 
wooden library to house these books during the next several months.  Leading 
up to this project, speakers from the local legislative and educational 
community such as Representative Tim Briggs and township librarian Becky 
Ginther provided students with information on the funding and opportunities 
offered by the Upper Merion library.  As the project has progressed, students 
also met with our district carpenter, Mr. Schaeffer, to discuss the process of constructing a feasible 
and practical idea such as a little library.  The students are enthusiastic to begin building once the 
ground completely thaws!


As	  our	  4th	  grade	  students	  begin	  to	  prepare	  for	  the	  transi4on	  to	  middle	  school,	  there	  is	  a	  
lot	  happening	  to	  support	  them.	  	  The	  Upper	  Merion	  Area	  Middle	  School	  created	  a	  NEW	  
informa4ve	  guide	  for	  parents.	  	  It	  can	  be	  found	  by	  going	  to	  umasd.org,	  clicking	  on	  Schools	  
(in	  the	  gold	  bar),	  dropping	  down	  and	  clicking	  on	  Middle	  School	  and	  finally	  clicking	  on	  4th	  
to	  5th	  Transi4on	  Guide	  in	  the	  right	  hand	  column	  under	  announcements.	  	  The	  guide	  can	  
be	  downloaded	  to	  your	  computer	  or	  printed	  for	  your	  reference.	  

4th	  graders	  will	  soon	  be	  assigned	  a	  5th	  grade	  pen	  pal	  and	  will	  be	  visi4ng	  the	  middle	  
school	  on	  May	  4,	  2017.	  	  They	  will	  have	  several	  school	  counseling	  lessons	  with	  Mrs.	  
Gallagher	  to	  answer	  their	  ques4ons	  and	  make	  them	  as	  prepared	  for	  the	  transi4on	  as	  
possible.	  	  Finally,	  interested	  4th	  graders	  will	  be	  invited	  to	  a	  lunch	  bunch	  to	  learn	  and	  
prac4ce	  opening	  combina4on	  locks	  in	  prepara4on	  for	  middle	  school	  lockers!!	  

Mark	  your	  calendars	  for	  the	  following	  important	  dates	  for	  programs	  you	  might	  be	  
interested	  in	  aVending	  to	  prepare	  for	  the	  transi4on:

FROM THE SCHOOL COUNSELOR’S OFFICE

May	  22,	  2017 6:30	  pm Parents	  ONLY	  presenta4on	  about	  
middle	  school

June	  1,	  2017 9	  -‐	  10:30	  am Parents	  ONLY	  coffee	  with	  counselors

August	  23,	  2017 6:30	  pm Parents	  WITH	  STUDENTS	  presenta4on	  
and	  orienta4on


